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Under Our Skin 
  
(Documentary) An Open Eye Pictures production. (International sales: Submarine 
Entertainment, New York.) Produced by Andy Abrahams Wilson. Executive producer, the 
Swartz Foundation. Senior producer, Kris Newby. Co-producers, Cheryl Drake, Eve 
Morgernstern. Directed, written by Andy Abrahams Wilson. 
  
With: Mandy Hughes, Sean Cobb, Dana Walsh, Jordan Fisher-Smith, Marlena Connors, Elise 
Brady-Moe, Ben Petrick, Dr. Alan MacDonald, Kris Newby, Dr. Joseph Jemsek, Dr. Charles 
Ray Jones, Dr. Gary Wormser, Dr. Eugene Shapiro. 
  
By ALISSA SIMON 
 
Well-researched investigative docu "Under Our Skin" examines schisms surrounding the 
diagnosis and treatment of Lyme disease, a near-epidemic in the U.S. Like Michael 
Moore's "Sicko," it reveals a controversial connection between conventional protocols, 
private patents, managed care and insurance companies that restrict consumer choice 
with huge consequences for patient care. Producer-director-writer Andy Abrahams 
Wilson ("Bubbeh Lee and Me") takes a creative, humanistic approach that makes the 
complex material dramatic and visually interesting. A natural for domestic cable, 
informative pic should have a long shelf life. 
 
Mixing interviews and archival footage, pic creates a suspenseful dramatic arc by 
following six chronic Lyme-disease patients and a small group of "Lyme-literate" 
physicians as they struggle for their lives and livelihoods. Hard science and statistics are 
made memorably clear through clever animation. Instead of chapter headings, a chorus 
of artfully shot talking heads introduces topics such as symptoms, misdiagnoses and 
problems finding a doctor. Although it sides with those advocating unconventional 
treatments, pic gives gatekeepers from Infectious Diseases of America their say. 
Inclusion of pathologist Alan MacDonald's recent discovery linking the Lyme infection 
to microbial biofilms signals new hope for chronic suffers. 
 
  
Camera (color, video), Wilson; editor, Eva Ilona Brzeski; music, Justin Melland. 
Reviewed at Tribeca Film Festival (Discovery), April 28, 2008. Running time: 104 
MIN. 
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Move over, Michael Moore
A local director discusses his provocative new documentary.   

By Jane Ganahl, Photograph by Emily Polar

A handsome man eases past a coffee-hungry crowd at the Starbucks on Union Street. Heads turn. But Andy Abrahams Wilson, 44,

pays no attention—he’s on a mission. The Sausalito-based director is busy promoting Under Our Skin: An Infectious New Film

About Microbes, Money, and Medicine, his Tribeca award–winning documentary about the scandals surrounding Lyme disease,

which is causing a sensation everywhere it  screens. Though some believe too many people are being falsely diagnosed, Wilson and

his film take the opposite point of view. Anticipating the Bay Area premiere of the movie this month, Wilson talks about how the

disease’s stateside victims now outnumber those with HIV/AIDS, the continuing pervasiveness of misdiagnosis, and a certain

afflicted president.

What set you off on what has clearly become a crusade for you?  Both my twin sister and a friend contracted Lyme

disease. My sister was considered cured yet suffered a litany of problems. My friend was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis, then

ALS [Lou Gehrig’s disease]. Only after a correct diagnosis did she begin to mend. I was shocked—then and now—at how little is

known about Lyme disease.

It seems like there might be a perfect storm happening when it comes to Lyme disease, with your film, the new

book Cure Unknown, and a rising tide of Lyme-related lawsuits and patient activism. Yes, signs are promising. But

the word really needs to get out,  because it  could literally save lives. Experts say that thousands upon thousands of people have

Lyme and don’t know it. The sooner they’re tested, the sooner they can recover.

Many of the problems surrounding Lyme disease are a result of misdiagnosis. Why are doctors still missing

this?  Because of its multisystem symptomology and the inadequacy of standard tests, Lyme disease often mimics other illnesses,

including fibromyalgia and MS. There’s also a lot of pressure from insurance companies and the medical establishment to deny

that Lyme exists, because treatment is lengthy.

You have compared this to the AIDS epidemic of the ’80s. In what ways are they similar?  Both have mysterious

symptoms and no cure, but I think there are better treatments by far for AIDS. One physician in North Carolina has two

communities of patients, Lyme and HIV/AIDS, and he now says his Lyme patients are more debilitated.

Why should people in the Bay Area care enough about Lyme disease to go to the Mill Valley Film Festival to see

the film?  Because, with the Centers for Disease Control estimating a possible 200,000 new cases a year, pretty soon everyone

will know someone who’s sick with it. Because San Franciscans love to go to the country, where ticks live. And because Northern

California is a hot spot for Lyme.

Many famous folks have been stricken with Lyme disease—Amy Tan, Alice Walker, Tom Seaver, even president

George W. Bush, right?  We learned the president had been diagnosed, so we faxed the White House and asked for an

interview. We didn’t hear back, but two weeks later, they released a statement that he had tested positive but was “fine.” I think it

explains a lot, actually. He hasn’t always been this cognitively impaired!
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